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COLLEGE NEWS

STAFF NEWS
Cheryl Douglas, Warwick Richter,
Burgert Maree, Sean Henchie, and Trevor
Pasquallie were away on long leave at various
mtervals during the term.

We bade a sad farewell to Vernon Wood, our
Deputy Principal, at the end of the term. He has
decided to pursue personal interests and we wish
Vernon, Betty-Anne and their family all the very
best for their future endevours.

Peter Westwood assumes the role of Deputy
Principal as of October 2016.

Dr Stephen Sproule has been appointed to
succeed Marcus Bizony as Deputy Head
Academics at the College with effect January
2017. Dr Sproule is currently Deputy Head
Academics at Penryn College in Nelspruit. Leon
Glanvill has been appointed to the position of
House Director of School House, and Mark
Mitchell has been appointed to the position of
Deputy Head Culture, both with effect January
2017.

Jannie de Villiers has been appointed Head
of Oakhill School in Knysna with effect 1
January 2017.

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

Callam Tait had his English creative work,
The invisible man, published in the 2016 edition of
English Alve. "This is an excellent achievement as
English Alive is an annual anthology of the best

writing from high schools and colleges all over
Southern Africa.

The 2016 UCT Maths Competition had over
7000 entries from 150 schools. The overall
result for each school is based on the scores

of the top 30 students. This year Bishops was
placed second overall. At the Prize Giving for
Gold Award winners, Bishops had two pairs
and four individuals receive awards: Grade

8: William Vine-Morris (4th); Grade 9:
Thomas Warner (4th) and Liam Foxcroft
(10th), Andrew Williams and Kenau Vith
(Ist as a pair); Grade 10: Tristan Smith

and Mark Bergh (2nd as a pair); Grade

11: Nicholas Featherstone (4th). Round

2 of the UCT Mathematics Competition,

the UCT Mathematics Challenge, is an
mvitation to the top 30 individuals and top 10
pairs in each grade. The following boys were
invited to participate: Grade 8: Jonathan
Bateman, Steven Du, Robert Dugmore
and William Vine-Morris; Grade 9: Jack
Beare, Francois Breytenbach, Liam
Foxcroft, Hamish McKenzie, Tomas
Slaven, David Straughan, Kenau Vith,
Thomas Warner and Andrew Williams;
Grade 10: Mark Bergh, Thomas Janisch,
Chris Kotze, Alaric McGregor, Okuhle
Minyi, Nivar Rajoo and Tristan Smith;
Grade 11: Christopher Aubin and Nicholas
Featherstone; Grade 12: Nicholas Janisch,
Robert Lancefield, Alexander Peile and
Francois Stassen. Of these, the following
boys qualified to write Round 3, the UCT
Mathematics Olympiad: their rankings after
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Round 3 are: Grade 8: Steven Du (Participation
22nd), Robert Dugmore (Participation 15th),
William Vine-Morris (Participation 20th);
Grade 9: Liam Foxcroft (Bronze Award 11th),
Thomas Warner (Participation 16th); Grade
10: Okuhle Minyi (Participation 20th); Grade
12: Alexander Peile (Participation 23rd).

Ahmed Dhansay, Nicholas Janisch and
Nabeel Goolam-Mohamed represented
the College at the Annual Minquiz, which is

a science and maths related quiz held under

the auspices of Mintek — the Council for
Minerals and Technology in South Africa.
They were entered in the Platinum section of
the competition, which is the top tier of a two-
tier structured competition and came second
overall in the final oral quiz. Nicholas Janisch
was awarded a Certificate of Distinction for
achieving between 70% and 79% in the written
section, while Ahmed Dhansay was awarded
one of only three Certificates of Excellence

for achieving over 80% in the written section.
Bishops was also awarded a cash prize for the
second place achievement of these young men.

Ahmed Dhansay, Nicholas Janisch,
Andrew Mc Adam and Angus Thring were
invited to the 52nd Youth Science Focus Week in
Pretoria. This event hosts the awards ceremony
for the National Science Olympiad. Angus
Thring was placed 1st overall, with a score of
86%, beating the runner up who scored 79%

by a significant margin. Ahmed Dhansay

was placed 3rd, and Andrew McAdam and
Nicholas Janisch were placed in the Top 50.

Kwangbem Ko won 3rd prize in the 2016
School Science Essay Competition, hosted by
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the Royal Society of South Africa. His essay
was in the category ‘What advances in robotics
and artificial intelligence could impact on youth
employment in South Africa’.

CULTURAL AFFAIRS
Jack Belcher, Arthur Fisher, KB Ko,
Stephane Pienaar, Daniel Tate and
Alexandros Vavatzanidis were awarded
Full Music Colours. Cameron Braun, Terry
Kim, Jeff Malherbe, Theodore Psillos,
Kamal Sacranie and Nikolaos Tapanlis
were awarded Half Colours. The following
boys did exceptionally well in the piano section
of the Cape Town Eisteddfod achieving Gold
diplomas: John Steyn, Miles Boeddinghaus
(2), Michael Wilson-Trollip (2) and KB Ko
(4). Also at the Cape Town Eisteddfod, Michael
Wilson-Trollip was awarded the Burgess
Simpson Cup for Best Performance (16 years
and over); Miles Boeddinghaus was awarded
the Burgess Simpson Cup for Best Performance
(14 years and under); Leo Gevisser was
awarded the Cape Town Eisteddfod Award for
Most Diplomas (14 years and under); and KB
Ko was awarded the Victoria League Prize for
Best All-round entrant, the Nine Club Award
for the Best Performer (16 years and over), the
S.A.S.M.T. Trophy for Best Violin Recital (13
to 18 years), and the Cape Town Eisteddfod
Award for Most Diplomas. Jack Belcher made
it through to the Senior Final of the Johann Vos
Music Competition. He will compete against
three other musicians for the prize at the Hugo
Lambrechts Music Centre. Leo Gevisser has
also been invited to play the violin in the Hugo
Lambrechts Concerto Festival following an
audition. He will perform the first movement of
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Kabalevsky’s Violin Concerto in C major with
the Festival Orchestra.

Sebastian Prevost and Joshua Gray have
been appointed as Molteno Resource Centre
monitors.

Boyd Kane, James Wilson, Philip Morkel-
Brink and Davis Her were awarded Full
Visual Arts Colours. Luca Powell was awarded
Half Colours.

SPORTING AFFAIRS
Liam Foxcroft and David Naude were
awarded Full Climbing Colours by the Western
Cape Provincial Sport Confederation (WCPSP).
Both competed in the U15 Boys’ Category at the
National Bouldering Championships, with Liam
achieving a Bronze medal, and David achieving
a Gold medal.

At the Western Province Fencing (FWP) Ranking
Three Competition, Mark Bergh won bronze
in U20 epee, Alaric McGregor won gold in
cadet foil, and Mark Bergh won silver in the
same event. Garry Christian won silver in
minims epee and Matthew Bradley won
bronze in the same event. The fencing tour to
Germany during the holidays was a great success.
Nine fencers accompanied Jacky Withers to
Tauberbishofsheim Olympic Fencing Centre, in
Germany, where they experienced world class
private coaching and training with members

of the German national team. At the Bishops
Club Championships, Terry Kim won the

cup for Best Epeeist, Jamie Diggle won the
Best Swordsman Cup for foil, and Carl Philip
Lehmann won the Service Cup. Ogilvie
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narrowly beat Mallet in the Inter House final.
Alaric McGregor was awarded Full Fencing
Colours. Terry Kim and Carl Philip
Lehmann were awarded Half Colours. The
Captain for Fencing in 2017 is Jamie Diggle
and the Vice-Captain, Finbarr Lebona.

The following hockey players were selected to
represent Western Province at Inter Provincial
and Regional Tournaments: U18A: Malachy
Barbour, Dayaan Cassiem, Wesley
Gardener and Christian Rohrer; U18B:
Simon Kilpin and Tyla Scarles; Disas:
Bulelani Ngqukuvana; Disas U16A:

Idrees Abdulla and Daniel Nelson; U16B:
James Price; U16 Disas: Joshua Elliott,
Murray Gordon and Okuhle Minyi;

Ul4: Ben Cheminais, Conor Dempers,
Matthew Guy, Liam Hoffman and Conor
White. After these IPTs, Dayaan Cassiem
was selected to represent SA U18A; Wesley
Gardener to represent SA U18B, and Idrees
Abdulla to represent SA U16A. Dayaan
Cassiem was awarded a Distinction Tie after
competing for South Africa in a three match test
series against Australia. Malachy Barbour,
Dylan Burke, Dayaan Cassiem (re-award),
Wesley Gardener (re-award), Simon Kilpin,
Christian Rohrer and Tyla Scarles were
awarded Full Hockey Colours. Michael
Burton, George Meadows, Max Newbury,
Bulelani Ngqukuvana and Chris Rhode
were awarded Half Colours.

Max Wolfson came 1st in the Western Cape
Downhill Mountain Biking Series, and 1st in the
SA Series. He went on to win the Western Cape
Championships, All-Africa Championships, and
the prestigious SA Championships.
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The following rugby players were selected

for Western Province: Craven Week A:
Lubello Scott; Academy: Seb Prentice;
U16 William Rose and Justin Muller.
The Independent Schools Rugby Festival was
held at Bishops during the holidays where

20 independent schools from across South
Africa participated. Perfect weather conditions,
super support and some stunning running
rugby contributed to a very successful event.
Bishops 1st XV played three matches beating
Eton 62-12 and Hilton College 35-31 and
losing to arguably the strongest side at the
festival, Kingswood 24-34, in a very exciting
match. Christopher Mewett was chosen
to represent Bermuda (his country of birth) at
the U19 level in rugby. He played in the North
American/Caribbean tournament in Miami
and has been asked to make himself available
for future tournaments.

The UL5A and B squash teams are first and
second respectively in the WP U15A league,

at this stage, and at the recent Western
Province Closed Tournament, Glenn Yates
and Greg Medcalf won the U19 and U14
events respectively. Squash players selected for
Western Province teams: Ul4: Greg Medcalf,
Adam Morkel, Luke Shuttleworth; U16:
Jonathan Greyling, Charlie Yates, Nick
Gleeson; U19: Glenn Yates, Ibrahim
Kerbelker, Calven Wilson. Glenn Yates
played at No. 1 for Western Province at the
squash IPT and was selected as one of the top
five players in the country at U19 level. He
represent the SA Schools’ team on their tour

to Malaysia. He was awarded his Distinction
Tie. Greg Medcalf and Adam Morkel were
selected to the SA Schools’ U14 team.
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Michael Houlie was selected to join

the South African Olympic Swimming
Team on their Italian Training Camp,

and went on to participate in the Treviso
Competition in Italy. Here he won three
Gold Medals in each of his events and set
New Championship Records in his age group.
In the 50m Breaststroke, his time of 28.57
seconds was a new South African Age Group
Record, for boys aged 16. As a result of
these achievements, Swimming South Africa
selected him to represent South Africa at the
Africa Under 20 Youth Games in Angola in
December.

Malachy Barbour, Lloyd Wood, James
Mitchell, Chris Mitchell and James
Murray were awarded Full Tennis Colours.
Francois van der Merwe, Ben Nel, Luca

Powell and Michael Viana were awarded
Half Colours.

Tom Lee (U16A), Robert Young (U16B),
David Nivison (U16B) and Bingo
Ivanisevic (U16B) were awarded Half
Colours for Waterpolo. They represented
South Africa at an U16 level at a tournament
in Malta. David Nivison captained the
U16B team. Brandon Burke was awarded
a Distinction Tie for his outstanding
achievements. His international South
African representation began in June 2015
when he represented SA U16A Waterpolo

at the inaugural four nation tournament

in Malta. He then represented SA U17

at the 2nd CANA zone Youth Waterpolo
Championships versus Zimbabwe in March
2016. He went on to represent South Africa
Waterpolo at the EU Nations Junior Men’s
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Waterpolo Tournament in Vienna in March European countries. Brandon was named
2016. The team lost narrowly to Malta by Most Valuable Player of the tournament
one goal to claim a Silver medal out of 12 ahead of all the European players.
AWARDS

JERSEYS

Academic

Dylan Burke (Grade 12) and Stuart Mesham (Grade 12), Nicholas Bowden (Grade 11),
Felix Burt (Grade 11), Jamie Diggle (Grade 11), Kwangbem Ko (Grade 11), Gregory
Schoeman (in absentia) and Nikolaos Tapanlis (Grade 11), Ryan Labberte (Grade 10),
Joshua Elliott (Grade 9)

TIES

Distinction

Dayaan Cassiem (Hockey), Glenn Yates (Squash), Brandon Burke (Waterpolo)

Academic

Marcus Knight (Grade 12), Warwick Reid (Grade 12) and Jason van der Linden (Grade
12), Zola Baird (Grade 11), Marcus Craig (Grade 11) and Andrew McAdam (Grade 11),
Nivar Rajoo (Grade 10), Kamal Sacranie (Grade 10) and Logan Tait (Grade 10), Francois
Breytenbach (Grade 9), Jack Clayton (Grade 9), Matthew Derman (Grade 9), Liam
Foxcroft (Grade 9), Murray Gordon (Grade 9), Jakob Holm (Grade 9), Tom Liefeldt
(Grade 9), Euan Musselwhite (Grade 9), Reece Oellermann (Grade 9), Tomas Slaven
(Grade 9), David Straughan (Grade 9), Max Tedder (Grade 9), Tristan Turner (Grade 9),
Kenau Vith (Grade 9) and Andrew Williams (Grade 9)

Accelerated Art
Thomas Mudge

All Rounder
James Aron, David Court, Jonathan Pletts and John van Niekerk

Ensemble
Jack Belcher, Arthur Fisher, Giuseppe Guerandi, Chris Gruber, Andrew Hodgson,
KB Ko, Julian Mort, Ben Nel, Jack Newman, Stephane Pienaar, Jonathan Rossouw,

Nikolaos Tapanis, Angus Thring, Alexandros Vavatzanidis and Alex Williams

Service
Gunther Cloete (Fencing)
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A FAREWELL TO STAFF

VERNON WOOD
From the beginning of his time at Bishops, which

was at the start of 2009, Vernon was clearly,

in Peter Westwood’s words, “a dignified, wise,
caring and humble person with a wonderful
understanding of education and what was
really important about people”. He joined the
school in a new position, that of Headmaster
of the College, which meant that he had
responsibility for the day-to-day affairs of the
College as distinct from the things that run
across all three schools, which continued to be
the Principal’s business. This put Vernon at the
head of the Executive Committee consisting of
Deputy Heads in charge of Sport, Discipline
and Culture, Pastoral, Academic .... so his first
task was to understand the Bishops systems and
customs. Coming from a large state school to our
environment required some major adjustments,
and it was remarkable how quickly Vernon was
able to adapt. He spent much of his first week
listening, talking and asking, but all too soon

there came situations which required real action
and we saw some of the leadership qualities that
we became used to: he consulted widely and at
length, he ensured that everyone had their say
and was able to give their opinion without any
hindrance or pressure, and while clearly wanting
to consider all the advice given to him, he was
equally clearly going to make decisions himself
and not simply try to negotiate a majority
response. While certainly espousing the notion of
collective responsibility, Vernon is not a person
who would ever want to hide behind it. Despite
his experience, he is much more subtle than just
a user of established processes: he frequently
encourages or initiates a new way of looking at
things, his argument being that whatever has
worked in the past will not necessarily be the best
solution, and each situation has its own individual
particularities. That said, process is important,
and Vernon is quick to learn lessons and make
sure they get applied going forward.

Vernon has always held that a teacher’s first
responsibility is to their classroom teaching,
and he has devoted an enormous amount of
energy and time to furthering that philosophy.
He has spent many, many periods in classrooms
observing and then giving full and constructive
feedback to the teacher. He has developed the
appraisal system in the school, again consulting
widely and ensuring a full conversation rather
than decreeing, and always sensitive to the needs
of the individual as well as of the organisation.
Appraisal is a hard thing to get buy-in for, and
it is tribute to the esteem in which Vernon is
held that the process is viewed so much more
positively nowadays.
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Betty-Anne and Vernon Wood

“The needs of the organisation” is a key
phrase in Vernon’s thinking, but he is also
quite clear that our responsibility as a school is
unequivocally for the pupils in it, both collectively
and individually, and the organisation must
always work undeviatingly towards that. In fact
quality assurance, not just of teaching but in
all aspects of the school, was a huge thing that
Vernon was asked to look after; and he managed
that superbly. He also earned great praise for the
way he organised the International Boys” School
Coalition conference when it came to Cape
Town — that involved managing a large team
of people from various schools and was a huge
undertaking that resulted in what many felt was
the best IBSC conference ever.

Vernon’s courage has always been appreciated
in doing what was right even when he knew boys
(and probably some parents and ODs) would
react negatively — the school’s quest for a more
friendly and useful junior-senior relationship
is one example. In fact there are so many
committees and groupings that have benefited
from Vernon’s clarity of purpose and wisdom;
there are many well-defined tasks that he has
had to perform, and there are therefore many
areas of the school where things have improved,
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or tightened up, because of his inclusion. But
where Vernon has been so very successful is in
the less measurable but nevertheless real and
critical issue of communication. Time and time
again a tense situation became resolved because
of Vernon’s gentle involvement; so many people
(and this includes staff, boys and parents) have
had conversations with him in which problems
once deemed insuperable have become either
insignificant or solvable. He is the one they turn
to, and he is the one they trust.

This is a man who is completely without any
sense of entitlement and whose decisions are
so much more respected because of that: they
never come across as from a person exercising
power, but always as the considered response of
someone who cares. Many parents have found
this, feeling after their meeting with him that they
got good advice that was designed specifically for
them and had their interests at heart. Everyone
has been charmed at some time by Vernon’s
ability to draw alongside, hear the concerns,
share a story, suggest a possible solution ... and,
being a true friend and caring for you rather than
himself, he would never take offence if you chose
to ignore his advice.

There have been pressured times for Vernon,
some of them related to his job and some more
personal, but he has always managed those with
grace and dignity. Something that has earned
him the respect of all who have had dealings
with him is the way he can be relied on to stick
to the real issues and not be distracted by his own
personal agendas.

And Vernon has never let anything interfere
with our joy in his companionship. Lots of
laughs, anecdotes, teasing .... he is great
company, and his sense of humour never deserts
him. We are certainly going to miss his presence
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at our lunch tables. He is, first and foremost, in
private and at work, a people person.

So the image that Vernon leaves behind is of a
genial, sensitive, endlessly energetic and available
man who softened all the edges of the school
while also strengthening its internal structure
and focus. I think everyone believes that things
just ‘work’ more smoothly than ever, that the
relationships between people in all the various
areas of the school are much better and freer
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than they were, and in many areas we are all
much clearer about who is supposed to do what.
Processes have been clarified, and in many cases
streamlined; but above all, as he leaves us, we feel
that our school is much stronger and better than
it ever was, and better equipped for the future -
and that, simple as it may be to put into words, is
a significant legacy, a real testament to the work
and personality that Vernon brought to Bishops.
Marcus Bizony

MUSIC

MUSIC

2016 began with an intensive 10-week period
of rehearsals for the College musical, “All
Shook Up”. This very successtul production
certainly kept everyone extremely busy. Once
the run was over, however, there was no
breather as we launched straight into our usual
extended performance programme.

Term two started off with the Bishops
Grade 10 Rock Band participating in the
V&A Waterfront Band Slam competition. The
audience was most appreciative of the band’s
spectacular playing performed in spectacular
weather as well!

A week later we hosted a concert of Music
for Strings and Harpsichord in the Brooke
Chapel, given by Prof Shirley Gie and two of
our staff members, Barbara Kennedy (Cello)
and Lucia di Blasio Scott (Violin).

The following week saw the first lunchtime
concert of the year which was presented
by the Bishops Rock Bands. The energy
associated with the rock band music performed
by the two grade 10 bands, (Zés and No and
Amplified) and the grade 9 band (No Name) was

phenomenal. What was particularly satisfying
was to hear bands that had been properly
trained and who were focusing not only on the
traditional energetic crash and bash, but also
on a sophisticated sense of musicality.

A week later, on the eve of the long weekend
in April, the Orchestra and String Ensemble
hosted one of our “Rough & Refined”
concerts for the parents. These concerts are
held at the end of a practice; the aim behind
them being to increase the opportunities for
ensembles to perform, even though some of
the pieces played are not yet up to the usual
performance standard (there is always the one
exception though, i.e. the Refined part of the
programme).

Ears and hearing (and protecting it) are
of major concern to most musicians. To this
end, we (and the Herschel music students)
were privileged to have a visit by Cape Town
audiologist Susan Swart. Her hugely successful
talk certainly made the pupils acutely aware
of the danger of exposure to prolonged loud
noise. Many students also realised that, in most
cases, audio loss is something that cannot be
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repaired. We spent the last part of the talk
measuring the decibel levels of instruments as
they were played (both solo and combined into
ensembles), which certainly gave the musicians
a better idea of the (unrealised) sound levels
associated with their instruments.

During June a number of boys played in the
Cape Eisteddfod; many of them excelled and
the following prizes were awarded to Bishops
boys:

Michael Wilson-Trollip: the Burgess
Simpson Cup for Best Performance (16 years
and over);

Miles Boeddinghaus: the Burgess Simpson
Cup for Best Performance (14 years and
under);

Leo Gevisser: the Cape Town Eisteddfod
Award for Most Diplomas (14 years and
under);

KB Ko: the Victoria League Prize for Best
All-round entrant, the Nine Club Award for
the Best Performer (16 years and over), the
S.A.S.M.T. Trophy for Best Violin Recital (13
to 18 years), and the Cape Town Eisteddfod
Award for Most Diplomas.

In April, Michael Wilson-Trollip was
awarded second place in the Rustenburg Girls
High School Piano Festival.

In June the parents and pupils of Bishops
were treated to a concert by the music staff of
the Pre-Prep, Prep and College. The variety
of genres, works and standard of performance
was exceptional. One parent even asked what
it would cost to put on a concert with this
number of professional musicians playing - the
mind boggles! Thank you so much to all the
staff for their willingness to give up their time
to create such a special evening

The third term launched with the Bishops
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Society Music Concert in the Memorial
Chapel given by the Big Five Brass Quintet,
which includes two of the Bishops Brass
teachers. The evening was attended also by a
number of the Bishops boys who are currently
taking brass lessons — they could not have

left this performance without being totally
inspired.

At the beginning of the term we
collaborated with the orchestras and choirs of
both Westerford and Rustenburg in an evening
of music making where we explored the
music behind films. One of these films was a
documentary called Ocean Voyagers, with music
composed by Grant McLachlan (OD). Grant
very kindly gained rights to the film and some
assistance with re-editing in order to remove
all the music from the original soundtrack, and
then he rearranged it for choir and orchestra.
The Mallett Centre was transformed into a
movie house with the audience sitting, in some
places, less than 30cm from the orchestra.

We explored film soundtracks from Charlie
Chaplin, Tom and Jerry, The Mission and Avatar
as well. Both performances were sold out.

A week later we hosted the first ever Vocalist
Concert in the newly renovated Hyslop Hall.
This evening has been established to give
boys who are currently having voice lessons,
but who are not subject students, a chance to
perform in public. The evening was presented
under the title of “Singing in the Rain”, with
the boys as the comperes for each part of the
evening. Thank you to the vocal teachers for
this amazing new initiative.

Each year the Hugo Lambrechts Music
Centre holds a Concert Festival. Following an
audition process, Leo Gevisser was invited
to play the violin. He will perform the first
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movement of Kabalevsky’s Violin Concerto
in C major with the Festival Orchestra on
28 August.

Jack Belcher (saxophone) made it
through to the Finals of the Johann Vos Music
Competition. He will compete against three
other musicians on the 30th August at the
Hugo Lambrechts Music Centre.

We had a number of boys enter the Pieter
Kooij Music Competition and two of our
musicians, Leo Gevisser (Violin) and KB Ko
(Violin) have made it to the finals.

Over the August long weekend Simply
Blue spent the weekend entertaining the
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communities of Franschhoek and Hermanus
and, in their usual fashion, wowed them.

In the next week we begin the ABRSM
practical examinations. This year we have 104
boys being examined over five full school days
— this is the largest entry we have had in the
history of the Music Department.

The term continues apace as we also
host the annual Matric Recital and are in
the rehearsal period for the yearly Bishops
Composers’ Concert, which takes place on
18 October ... and the music-making
continues into the fourth term.

Mark Mutchell

RANGER COURSE

Bishops is a great school for many reasons.
One thing that helps this school stand out
from the crowd is the ability to do activities

far beyond the bounds of the classroom and
campus. The Ranger Course is one such
activity. It started in 2105 as an educational
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bush adventure for Grade 9 moms and
sons. A very important component of this
educational adventure is the inclusion of a
community project.

2016 saw a total of 11 boys and 10 moms
travel to KZN to complete the Ranger
Course. The course is equally divided
between two venues: Bayete camp in Phinda
and Somkhanda Game Reserve. The Phinda
portion focused on geology, archeology and
game management, with a number of game
drives and talks included. The group ended
the stay with a cook-off between moms and
sons. The Somkhanda focus was on tracking,
bird-ringing, staying at a rather rustic bush
camp for one night and community work.
The latter was amazing. The group, led by the
moms, managed to raise R70 000,00 towards
building a pre-school classroom at a very rural
primary school called Cotlands. It is a most
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inspiring feat and demonstrates the power of
the Bishops family in making change happen.
Many of the stories and hard work are shared
on the following Facebook site: Bishops/
Somkhanda rural school fundraiser.

The group that went on the course were:
Amanda Graham and Aiden Murphy, Gina
and Cameron Good, Candice and Isaiah
Wharton, Jo and Finlay Casey-Smith,
Tersia and Jordan Velosa, Claudia and
Berkley Hollingum, Belinda and Murray
Gordon, Alison and Thomas Warner,
Shelley and Ross Hyne as well as Samantha,
Tyr and Tane Krauss. One of the aspects
of the course was completing discussion
topics (between moms and sons). Megan de
Beyer gave input on how this should work.
Special thanks must also go to the Godfrey
family. Simone Godfrey helped initiate the
first Ranger Course and was gracious in
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assisting with the logistics on this course. The
middle day of the course was the day the
groups swopped. Both groups were witness
to rhino tagging. The boys who raised money
towards rhino conservation were present for
the tagging of two rhino calves. The boys
helped in the actual tagging process and then
went on to Thula Thula Game Reserve. They
donated R30 000,00 towards the feeding of

a rhino calf that hopefully will be released
into the wild in January 2017. Jack van Essen
made a video of this. The link is: http://www.

youtube.com/watch?v=u3JIIfY Q4rI&sns=em.

Megan Carr was very kind to help the cyclists
to get to and from Nkonka. Her commitment
to conservation is appreciated.

The dates for the 2017 Ranger Course
have been booked. The programme will
follow a very similar approach: conservation,

College 13

community and the mom/son relationship.

By exposing boys of different grades to

the natural environment and providing
opportunities for self-discovery, this course,
the EPIC and White Rhino trail focus on the
boys in grades 9 to 11. Eventually we hope to
extend various programmes to also include
grades 8 and 12.

Leon Glanvill
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WORLD FLY FISHING

Murray Gordon, Anton Volkel and the SA Team

Spain was the host country of the 2016

World Youth Fly Fishing Championship. The
tournament was held in the Galicia region,
which is situated in the north-west corner

of the country. The South African team,
compromising six anglers, arrived a week in
advance to practise on the Galician waters. We
stayed in a local hotel in the middle of Santiago
de Compestela. The competition consisted

of five sessions. Each session was three hours

long and fished on a new river. The river was
divided into 10 sectors, one for each competitor.
Competitors aimed to catch as many fish as
possible. Size was also important as competitors
got 100 points per fish and then 10 points per
centimetre after that.

After our practice sessions we had a rest
day to tie flies and prepare for our sessions.
The team had a parade through the town
that finished with an opening ceremony in
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the town centre. The competition started
on Wednesday. Our team did very well even
though we had some tough beat draws.

On Thursday we only fished one session.
Friday was our best day as we won the final
session. The team finished 6th overall. It
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was an educational experience. We were
fortunate to experience a new culture, new
food and a new lifestyle. It was also great to
fish with our Spanish guides and learn new
techniques from them.

Murray Gordon

BISHOPS IN BOTSWANA

In the mid-year holiday Phil Court,

Ethan Ellis, James Howard, Derick
Reissenzahn and Andre Truter along
with parents Bronwyn Howard and George
Reissenzahn set off for a week of camping out
under the stars and exploring the Okavango
Delta (Chief’s Island in the Moremi Game

Reserve). We were transported along the
waterways of the delta in mokoros - a most
peaceful and tranquil form of transport. We
had close encounters with elephant, buffalo,
hippo, crocodile, lechwe and reedbuck on the
water along with the ubiquitous fish eagle,
saddlebilled stork, African jacana and the like.
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We went on game walks on the islands, even visited by hyena and elephant. The Delta is an
tracking lions at times! We took turns to keep a extraordinary wilderness area teeming with game
fire burning throughout the night and checking and bird life - a very special place to visit.

that no wild animals strayed into camp: we were | Phil Court
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COLLEGE CULTURE

Boyd Kane and James Wilson

BISHOPS SOCIETIES
ACCELERATED ART
Chairperson:James Wilson

PROGRAMME

Teacher-in-Charge:
Katherine Spindler

The Accelerated Art
Programme (AAP) takes place from 2:45pm

to Spm every Iriday afternoon, and is open

to students of all grades — even if they don’t
take Visual Arts as a subject. We aim to enrich
students with exposure to new mediums,
methods and ideas that go much further than
general classwork. The class (currently 25 boys)
is a profusely productive bunch, thanks to the
lively and energetic atmosphere that surrounds
every Iriday session.

AAP — About Pets: We are already into the
third term of the school year, and our first termly
project of the year went very well. Having been
informed prior to the first session of term 1 of

The Accelerated Art Programme hard at work

our theme, we were well prepared to get going
as soon as possible. The theme for the term was
“Pets” and the group responded excellently to the
task at hand. The project involved the studying
of photographs of each individual’s pet (or any
other domestic animal) and making a set of
monotypes (a single print taken from a design
created in printing-ink on glass or metal ) of
their specific animal. The project was certainly
a success; the boys handled the medium very
well, and a staggering number of works were
produced in the short duration of the project —
they were displayed in the Molteno Library.
There were other exciting and ambitious
projects: the second term involved animation
in drawing, an eye-opening experience for the
Accelerated Art members who worked to create
their own short animated pieces as well as a
collaborative work.

‘Last Thursday’ was an art exhibit on
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25 February 2016, held in the Molteno due to various planning mishaps, we were

Library. The artworks exhibited were all unable to host our own cultural evening, I

created by the boys of Bishops, and the would like to thank Musa Nyangiwe (Deputy

exhibit itself was organised by a Bishops Chairperson) and Yazini Dube (Secretary)

matric boy, Boyd Kane. Approximately 35 for aiding me in leading the society, as well as

artworks were on display and many were for the other matrics for their efforts. We will soon

sale through a silent auction (similar to that have an end-of-year function and I wish the

used by the Michaelis art students in their incoming matrics the best of luck with their

final exhibit). The artists displayed works year in charge of the society.

largely made out of class time, and according Akha Manjezi

to whatever discipline or medium they

enjoyed using. Artists who exhibited were, | | o = ASTRONOMY

Matthew McKirby, Michael Beckurts, Chairperson:Lloyd Jones
ASTRONOMY

Tristan Turner, Boyd Kane, James
Wilson, Rayhaan Ahmed, Davis Her and
Thomas Mudge. It was a great success and

Teacher-in-Charge:
Mr G. Robertson
In April this year, the society

a testament to the quality and diversity of art toured to Sutherland. This was
at Bishops. a much anticipated trip. Twenty-two boys and
Luca Powell and Boyd Kane an exchange student, Chad Palmer, whose host
parent, Darryl Vine, brought him through, and
AFRICAN RELATIONS Mr and Mrs Robertson, driven by Tony Noon,
SOCIETY left on Saturday morning and, four hours later,
s Chairperson:Akha Manjezi arrived at SALT, the largest optical telescope
Teacher-in-Charge: in the southern hemisphere. We spent a few
Ms A. Kritzinger hours exploring the gigantic telescope and our
The society

focuses on the African continent,
African economics and social
development as well as African
politics. The society met twice

a month and attended cultural
evenings hosted by Springfield
Convent and Rustenburg. We also
invited speakers to address the
society — a highlight would be Craig
Charnock’s (OD) outstanding talk

on the importance of speaking

Xhosa, and cultural appropriation

versus appreciation. Unfortunately, The Astronomy Society at Sutherland
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guide made the whole experience extremely
informative and worthwhile. That evening
we enjoyed a braai at the hotel followed by
star-gazing, led by local Sutherlander, Jurg
Wagenaar. This was a unique experience for
the group as we saw the night sky through
professional equipment in one of the most
renowned star-gazing sites in the southern
hemisphere. We could clearly see the red spot
of Jupiter. On our return we stopped over for
lunch at the historic Matjiesfontein. The tour
was a great success and the society hopes that it
will become an annual tradition.

Lloyd Fones
wwwwwwwww BEE SOCIETY
BEE Teacher-in-Charge:
Mr K. Kruger

As a group of passionate
apiarists, we introduced a bee
hive to the Bishops campus
in late 2015, and formed a bee society.

The vegetation that makes our school so
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picturesque provi