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PRE-PREPARATORY NEWS
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT’S REPORT

We all thoroughly enjoyed the Easter break and returned to school to welcome 
visiting student teachers from CPUT, who were eager to get involved. It was very 
pleasing to find out that Sue Gardener was to be their mentor during their visit. The 
school did at times feel a little crowded; however, their assistance was welcomed by 
all and the teachers enthusiastically involved them in the routine of  the school whilst 
mentoring their own individual student. They return to complete their teaching 
cycle during the third term. We were also thrilled to return to school and find our 
staff  room redecorated and furnished; looking inviting and so improved that it has 

become an area regularly used and enjoyed by both staff  and parents during meetings which have been 
hosted there for the class representatives, Parents’ Association and the prayer group. Our lunches are also 
enjoyed in the staff  room, and we now have a refurbished table that is able to accommodate more of  us. It 
is lovely to hear the friendly chatter coming from the staff  room. 

 Staff news
We began the term with some staff  development – I ran a workshop on Numicon, our latest mathematical 
apparatus, motivating the teachers to incorporate this in their regular teaching. The grade R teachers have 
been using it since the start of  the year and have been very excited by the development they have noticed in 
the boys’ learning – mostly through play and the clever incorporation of  this apparatus in some of  the early 
morning activities. We also enjoyed some training with Gill Wolters prior to launching the myBishopslife 
website for the parents. This has enabled the teachers to post regular news and photographs about activities 
enjoyed at school, apart from giving parents information across a variety of  areas directly related to their 
son. With time this will be further developed. Mandy Kowarski ran another workshop on the learning 
systems for the teachers, and it is pleasing to note that teachers are using this in an effort to understand the 
root causes when assessing difficulties boys might be experiencing. The teachers were all invited to a special 
function at the Heatlie Pavilion one evening where we were introduced to Guy Pearson and his wife. This 
was a lovely opportunity to meet and form some associations. Ann van Breda was on long leave and we 

welcomed Truus Grater into grade 1. Truus had been with 
us during the first term in Rose’s place, so the move to Ann’s 
class was fairly straight forward. We thank her for assisting 
us. Desiré Swanich was away for the term undergoing an 
operation – we welcomed Sheryl Deane who took her mu-
sic lessons for the term. We thank Sheryl for her assistance 
during the term. Our thoughts and prayers continue to be 
with Pippa Houten, our aftercare supervisor, who mourns 
the tragic passing of  her son, Tim aged 32, just before the 
close of  term. Janet Glück retired from aftercare after 5½ 
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years of  loyal service. We wish her well as she looks to future prospects. We welcomed Catherine Rheeder, 
who comes to us from Chester House in Durbanville, into the aftercare as a supervisor. Catherine has 
settled in well and we trust that she will continue to enjoy being part of  the Bishops family.

 General news
We hosted our annual Open Day on a Friday in May. 
Once again we were supported by boys from the Col-
lege who belong to the Public Relations group. There is 
no way that we would be able to cope with the visitors 
if  it were not for their support. The weather was reason-
ably pleasant on the day and we received many positive 
comments all through the day, and some emails later, 
from prospective parents who had really appreciated the 
opportunity of  visiting the school and meeting us. Greg 

Brown also spent the morning here with Allison Cunnold, the admissions secretary, chatting to the various 
parents and answering numerous questions. We hosted our grade 1 parents to a reception in the foyer that 
was well attended. We were pleased to have Greg and Lynne Brown and Grant and Rosemary Nupen join 
us for the evening. Mike Hampton and Fr Terry continued to meet with the boys regularly. Grade 1 and 2 
boys and their families enjoyed a lovely Memorial Chapel Family Service towards the end of  term where 
the choir sang and the boys were involved in saying the prayers. The grade Rs enjoyed their service in the 
Brooke Chapel the following week. We look forward to our combined service later this term. Our parents 
under the auspices of  the Prep Parents Association, organised the Pre-Prep Parade on the last Friday of  
term, once Tag rugby coaching had concluded. The Parade involved sponsored fun activities within each 
classroom. The weather was perfect and the boys and some siblings thoroughly enjoyed the variety of  fun 
physical activities, which were graded according to their age group. A tea garden was set up at grade R on 
the lawn and some lovely cakes were generously donated by grade 1 parents. The afternoon was very ef-
ficiently managed and in no time at all, numerous prizes were being drawn from amongst the sponsors on 
the day. There were some wonderful prizes which had been donated by parents. With such generous sup-
port from our whole parent body, we were able to raise R26000 after all expenses were paid. This money 
has been earmarked for furnishing the new library, once it is built. Our grateful thanks go to Sharki Ressell; 
Thandi Moyo and Kirsten Horn for all their hard work in ensuring the success of  this event.

Outreach
We continued to provide sandwiches for Athwood Primary on a weekly basis. A competition was held to 
see which class would provide the most during the term. This was done to raise awareness. Carmen van 
Zyl’s class won the competition and enjoyed pizza one Friday. We hope that the boys will in future, within 
themselves, feel the desire to provide an extra sandwich for someone who is less fortunate. We continue 
to sell u/turn packs of  vouchers from the school, and I am pleased to report that we have repurchased a 
second batch of  these for resale. They provide food and clothing, but especially provide assistance in the 
rehabilitation of  street people within the area.
Noell Andrews

September 2012 Pre-Preparatory 79

Parents enjoying tea in the garden



News from Grade R
Experiential learning is the process of  making meaning from direct experiences. In the Grade R 
block we try to provide the boys with many opportunities to experience their learning in the concrete. 
Our favourite theme in Term 2 is fire; however, it can be a tricky one to allow the boys to explore! Our 
outing to the fire station let the boys feel the adrenalin rush of  zooming around in a fire truck, spray-
ing the fire hose, being hoisted over the Fireman’s shoulder in a rescue lift, and trying on the heavy 
fireman gear. As part of  the theme we discussed what a fire drill was, and how to act in an emergency 
situation. When visitors arrived at Grade R one morning, they asked the boys about the fire trucks 
they were making. One of  the boys told the visitors what they were doing and went on to explain 
about a fire drill. In his words: “When your teacher says ‘fire drill’ you must leave all your belongings, 
even if  they are expensive, and run as fast as you can to the end of  the field.” Clearly more explaining 
was needed, but thankfully our real fire drill gave the boys the chance to practise being cool, calm and 
collected as they walked sensibly to their destination.

The rest of  our themes this term have allowed us to keep the boys learning ‘real’ in different 
ways. Our new sensory garden is a wonderful 
addition, and has provided a multi–purpose 
environment for the boys’ investigations. The 
boys have explored the smells and textures of  
the different plants and examined the patterns 
that can be found in nature. They observed 
which plants change with the seasons and have 
discovered tiny animals that have made their 
home in the lush growth. When learning about 
reptiles we even had our local dwarf  chame-
leons make their appearance. When we were 
investigating dinosaurs we took the boys down 

Theo Scheder-Bieschin and Joseph Gilbert  
trying out the fireman gear!

Daniel De Rauville Rohm fighting fires.

Kian Aneca-Human and Bafokeng Lehloenya 
exploring in the sensory garden.
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Reuben Truter, James Gibbs, 
Max Estcourt, Josh Van Wyk and 
Nicholas Basson demonstrate 
how to get 3D blocks to balance.

Matthew Selby, Arran Muir and Ambethe 
Liwani at Friday football fun.

Diane Davidson enchants Grade RC with tales from 
The Enchanted Wood.

to the bottom of  the school where the vegetation imitates the Jurassic period. The boys were exultant 
upon finding ‘fossils’ during their walk but thankfully no dinosaurs emerged! Grade R is indeed a 
world of  adventure. 

Our winter terms say farewell to the colour in our garden, but hello to a riot of  colours on Fridays 
with our football fun sporting gear. The boys love their special soccer time with the different dads who 
bravely assist in coaching them. Our Fridays are also a time where parents come to read to the boys. 
As a teacher it is a rare treat to listen to a story and the boys delight in the variety of  book choices, and 
different story telling styles! Fridays have become a special time where your son gets the opportunity 
to share you with his Bishops family. Thank you for your sharing!

In Grade R we keep our mathematics ‘real’ by giving the boys plenty of  practice working with 
concrete apparatus. They continue to love exploring concepts with the Numicon set and astounded 
us with their wonderful designs when learning about symmetry. They had fun experimenting with the 
principles of  balance in their 3D structures with the blocks, and are becoming confident in working 
with numbers. Well done boys!

Term 2 came to an end with our Family Chapel service. It is a time where we get together to 
celebrate being part of  the Bishops family with Father Terry. As we like to do in Grade R, Father 
Terry keeps his services ‘real’. Testimony to this was his enactment of  the miracle of  Jesus feeding 
the 5000. Father Terry entertained the boys by trying to share 2 
chocolates with 72 boys. An impossible feat which made real the 
miracle Jesus performed even more special. He used the miracle 
of  Jesus feeding the 5000 to commend the boys for the Tuesday 
sandwich drive, where they remembered to share with others, 
and rewarded them each with a chocolate. Experiential learning 
is the process of  making meaning from direct experiences – the 
boys felt that they had indeed experienced their very own little 
miracle! Thank you Parents for helping us to keep your sons’ 
learning ‘real’ with your daily commitment to morning games. 
We look forward to spending more ‘real time’ with you in the 
coming terms!
Carron Cale, Carmen van Zyl and Geordie Nolte
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News from Grade 1
The term got off  to a busy start with the boys learning about farm and wild animals. We also 
studied the body coverings and homes of  different animals. The boys created tractors, and using 
a technique that makes use of  chalk and pastel on black paper, they did beautiful artwork making 
roosters. We visited the Tygerberg Zoo and enjoyed observing the wide variety of  animals: reptiles, 
wild mammals, birds and farm animals. During our maths lessons we extended the boys’ number 
ranges and they loved using our little plastic animals to solve maths problems in context. Our new 
teaching apparatus, Numicon, was also a huge hit and the boys thoroughly enjoyed manipulating 
the apparatus and learning through self-discovery. 

Our theme work moved on to cover bones and skeletons. There was great excitement as we 
introduced the boys to Billy Bones and counted all his bones. We noticed that the leaves were 
beginning to change colour and fall from the trees signalling the start of  Autumn. We went on an 
‘Autumn Walk’ around the school, noticing the changes in nature. Beautiful autumn trees were 
created by the boys after they had experienced the crunch of  the leaves beneath their feet and had 
delighted in collecting leaves and throwing them up in the air! 

The highlight of  each week for many of  the boys was the Tag Rugby, and it was great to see the 
boys’ enthusiasm as the dads coached them on a Friday afternoon. We also celebrated Mothers’ 
Day and Fathers’ Day with the boys making delightful, little jewellery boxes for their mums out of  
clay and decorating match boxes for their dads.

The term ended with our theme, ‘Party Time’! We played games such as ‘eat the chocolate’ and 
‘pass the parcel’; we read books about parties; wrote stories about our dream parties; completed 
jumbled sentences about our games and generally had a wonderful time. 
Rosemary Harris, Anne Atkins and Truus Grater

News from Grade 2
It has once again been an exciting term for the grade 2s. All of  the grade 2 teachers and the boys 
were introduced to 3 new faces, at the beginning of  the term, as our student teachers arrived to 
gain some valuable experience in our classrooms. They provided the boys with many interesting 
lessons and also gained some wonderful insight as they attended our Numicon workshop. Numicon 
has become an exciting tactile and visual aid during our Mathematics lessons. They also taught a 
very interesting lesson on Thinking Skills. The question posed by the student was: If  you had to 
go on a journey to the moon, which 2 story characters would you choose and why? This is what 
Dieter Karlein wrote: I would choose Roald Dahl and Spiderman. So I can read books and so Spiderman can 
protect me from space aliens and other creatures and space monsters and keep me fit to the end!

Next on the agenda for the term was the start of  the Tag Rugby season; always a much antici-
pated Friday favourite that concluded with the usual internal tournament at the end of  the term.

The second term included two public holidays. The teachers spent some time discussing the 
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concept of  freedom, and why we celebrated this holiday. This is what Sipho Ndlovu had to say: 
Freedom Day means when white and black people can join as a nation. Now people can go in the same buses and 
taxis. Now we are one full nation and now we can have a celebration and design our new South Africa. And now 
we have peace.

Other very important days to celebrate were Mothers’ and Fathers’ Day. This is what the boys 
wrote about these very special people in our lives: Dear Dad, I love you more than anything in the world. 
You just make our lives so wonderful. You work so hard. You are so nice to us. You take us to so many places. I love 
you so much! Love Conrad Green. Dear Dad, I love you because every day after school you play rugby with me. 
That’s a big one! Thank you for everything that you give us. Love Brett Horn. Dear Daddy, I love you because 
you help me when I get stuck. You also forgive me when I disagree with you. Thank you for putting me right when I 
do wrong. I am happy when you celebrate my birthday with me. Thank you for everything you have done for me. Love 
Matthew Welsford. Dear Daddy, I love you and thank you 
for giving me money for groceries and for school and for good food 
to make at home. I love you very much and thank you for taking 
me to Spur and to the movies. Thank you for taking me to the 
River Club and giving me money to buy hot chips at the River 
Club. Love Jody Manus. Dear Mom, Thank you for giving 
me selfless love. Love from Oscar Baum. Dear Mom, I love 
you because you read me books. Love from Joshua Taylor. 
Dear Mom, I love you because you gave birth to me. Love from 
Axel Harrison. Dear Mom, I love you because you tuck me 
in bed at night. Love from Aidan Lotter.

Our visit to Groot Constantia introduced the boys 
to the diversity of  cultures that make up our ‘Rain-
bow Nation,’ with particular emphasis on the cultural 
influences on the architecture of  our country. They 
were also taught about the traditional dwellings of  
some of  our indigenous people. In art they made 
clay models of  a Cape Dutch Home and with the help 
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Discovering Mathematics with Numicon. Miss Gallant teaching a mathematics lesson.

Groot Constantia Outing – Grade 2F.
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of  the students, created vibrant pictures of  Ndebele houses using crayon and dye. 
Grade 2M and Grade 2F also presented assemblies to the school. Grade 2M spoke on Ephesians 

5 vs. 6 “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of  light 
(for the fruit of  the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth.)” We spread a message 
of  that even though we are sinful; we can be sources of  God’s light in our dark world. Grade 2 F 
spoke on Psalm 1. Their message was that Jesus has a good plan for our lives, even if  we don’t feel 
like we are anything important at times, he has a great plan for us and it’s the best plan. Therefore, 
we need to trust Him. 

We wish to thank all the boys and moms who made a difference in the lives of  others by making 
sandwiches for the children of  Atholl Primary School every Tuesday. Grade 2 managed to make a 
total of  1393 sandwiches this term!
 Nazli Meredith, Lindy van Stormbroek and Laurelle Fry

Oliver Selb and Sam Schluter 
creating an underwater car in 

Technology.

Reyne de Klerk and Haydn 
Dempers creating a moving toy.

Zolile Muleya and Jody Manus 
using levers in Technology.

Making sandwiches for Atholl Primary.
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N Provinces:  R King, 78 Rutland Ave, Craighall, 2196, (Cell) 083 401 5174, richard.king@mweb.co.za
KZ-Natal: CH Geldenhuys, 195 South Ridge Road, Glenwood, 4001 Ph. 031 201 7528 (Cell) 082 321 0885, conrad@iafrica.com
Boland: BD Robinson P O Box 243 Wolsley 6830 (Cell) 082 418 3759, freshexpress@mweb.co.za
Graden Route: ML Pollard P O Box 785 George 6530 (Cell) 082 889 2882, malpolqs@absamail.co.za

Australia
NSW: JB Jackson, 8 Meridian Close, Belrose, 2085, (Cell) +61 434 235 033, E-Mail : jonathan.jackson@outlook.com
Queensland: PJL Birt, 59 Tulip Lane, Buderim, Queensland 4556, +61 754 765161 (W & F), 042 174 3033 (Cell), pjlbirt@gmail.com
South Australia: Paul Raynham, 40 Martindale Place, Walkley Heights, Adelaide SA 5098, Ph 0961 8 8260 5338 (H), +61 400 551124 (Cell), 
paul.raynham@bigpond.com
Victoria: GP Watson, 13 MacDonald Street, Glen Iris, Victoria 3146 Ph +61 398 224532 (H), +61 392 132222 (W), sibngav@bigpond.net.au
West Australia: Eric Emmett, 7 Treacy Way, Waterford, W Australia 6152, Ph +61 994 504339, eric.emmett@bigpond.com

Canada
Eastern: JW Hueton, 32 Lakeside Drive, RR2 Puslinch, Ontario NOB 210 Ph 091 519 658 4876 (H) 658 6475 (Fax)  E-Mail: jhuetonod@yahoo.ca
Western: I B Simpson, 4030 Felix Court, North Vancouver, BC V7G 2P3 Ph +1604 929 5030 (H) 986-7890 (W) E-Mail: isimpson@ground-it.com

France: S Burrow, Chemin de St Esteve 84560, Menerbes, Vancluse Ph +33 490 724 570 (H); +33 678 289 094 E-Mail: simonburrow@orange.fr

Ireland: AM Versfeld, 14 Seafront Parade, Blackrock, Dublin, Ireland Ph +353 185 738 8881 (H); +353 1830 0744 (W); +353 857 388881 
(Cell), amversfeld@gmail.com

Namibia: SS Galloway, PO Box 11700, Klein Windhoek, Windhoek, Namibia Ph +264 61248835 (H) +26461 416151 (W) +264 81128016 (Cell),
teve.galloway@rmb.com.na

New Zealand
North: AJ Emslie, 135A Lake Crescent, Hamilton, New Zealand Ph +64 7 8397741 (W) +64 21 1749533 (C), angus.emslie@xtra.co.nz
South: HM Gant,22 Paparoa Street, Papanui, Christchurch 8081, New Zealand Ph +64 21 607498 (C), howard.gant@goughgroup.co.za

HONG KONG, CHINA & TAIWAN: JB de Jager, Crew Mail Box 249, Cathay Pacific City, 8 Scenic Rd, Hong Kong International Airport,
Lantau Island, Hong Kong; brucedejager@netvigator.com

THAILAND & SE ASIA: SP Lucani, 11/464 Lumpiniville, Ramkhamhaeng, Rd 44 Huamak, Bangkapi, Bankok 10240 (Cell) +081 458 0976, 
stuart.lucani@gmail.com

United Arab Emirates: D S van Doorn, PO Box 6252, Dubai, United Arab Emirates Ph +9714 299 5333; Fax +9714 299 5116;
Mobile +971 50 625 8774; dirk.van.doorn@dhl.com

United Kingdom: Lloyd Bowden, September House, Mill Street, Old Kidlington OX5 2EF, England +44 (0) 1865 847808 +44 (0)7850
204939 (W) wlbowden@gmail.com
Scotland: Dr RI Murray, 6 Dundas Terrace, Melrose, Roxburghshire TD6 9QU Ph +44 1896 823 895(H) Robert.eyedoc@doctors.org.uk

United States of America
Eastern: B Arnold, 20 Marc Drive, Englishtown, New Jersey 07726 Ph +1 646 448 8376 (W), +1 73 232 26714 (Cell) barriearnold1@gmail.com
North Western: SJR Goetz, 13725 Robleda Rd, Los Altos Hills, California 94022 Ph +1 65 941 6000 (H), sjrgoetz@gmail.com
South-Western: SP Bick, 2658 Delmar Heights Road, Rd#21, Delmar, CA 92014, USA Ph +1 760 931 8580 (H) 858 354 7819 (Cell) 
steve@cottinghammanagementco.com

Zimbabwe
Harare: LG Thomas P O Box A1561 Avondale Harare (h) 09 263 698 3242, lenandange@yahoo.com
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