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Former master of Art at Bishops Peter Hyslop (honorary 
OD) sought to evoke an air of nostalgia with sepia and grey 
hues in his painting of the Bishops Avenue, which we first 
used on OD green in 2021 – for this issue it’s on light blue. 
See more of Peter’s work and read about him from p50.

This shot of The Mitre was taken early last year by Freddie Child-Villiers 
(2008S) as part of a media package for the Bishops marketing department. 
The image consists of 20 individual photographs merged together to create  
a panorama with high dynamic range and detail. Due to Covid lockdowns, 
Freddie has been unable to complete his long-term project of photographing 
Africa’s traditionally practising tribes – so he’s seizing the moment this year, 
and travelling through West Africa with his wife in their Land Rover. You can 
follow their journey on Instagram at  fcvphoto and  likealandy.
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FORCE FOR GOOD

Late 2021 saw the launch of the most exciting bursary initiative  
in the recent history of Bishops, a venture set up by the ODU in 
partnership with Citadel Wealth Management. The Invest In Our 
Future Foundation will support talented ODs who require assistance 
with their tertiary education, thus bridging the difficult and critical 
gap from school to the job market. This is a comprehensive explainer 
of the IIOFF and what we hope to achieve with it, as well as an 
introduction to its first worthy recipient. By Simon Burrow

INVESTING  
IN OUR FUTURE

THE RATIONALE
Once a Bishops boy, always  
a Bishops boy

F
rom its beginning in 1849, 
founded by Bishop Robert 
Gray, Diocesan College has 
been an independent boys’ 

school and a leader in Cape and 
South African education. It came 
into existence with all of six pupils, 
catering initially to 10- to 15-year-
olds only. Today Bishops, as it came 
to be known, educates 1,350 pupils 
each year from Grade N (age 4+)  
to Grade 12 (matric), with 110 
academic staff to help guide  
them into adulthood.

The school has a long tradition 
of striving for excellence in all 
areas. Academic, sporting, pastoral, 
cultural and spiritual activities 
contribute to the richness and 
diversity of life on all three 
campuses. At the heart of what 
Bishops offers is a commitment  
to a values-driven education that School House, photographed 

recently by Freddie Child-
Villiers (2008S).
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SCHOOL NEWS
A summary of recent school highlights,  
including matric results for the class of 2021

HIGH ACHIEVER
With nine distinctions, Gabriel Dyssell-Höfinger (2021K) was one of the  
top three performers in the class of 2021. We asked him a few questions

Describe your matric year in one 
sentence. There is no spoon.

What was the biggest challenge of 
completing your schooling during 
the pandemic? Not seeing people  
in person was difficult – I learn best 
in a classroom, with a teacher in the 
same room, not through a laptop 
screen. I’m also an extrovert, so not 
engaging daily with peers was hard. 
However, the most difficult aspect  
for me was being unable to support 
the 1st XV on a Saturday morning  
at the Piley Rees, with the entire 
school in attendance.

How did matric exams go? Overall,  
I felt my matric exams went well, with 
no curveballs. I think the key ways  
to manage pressure are preparation 
and relaxation. It’s important to work 
consistently throughout the year, 
especially during June and mock 
exams, so that by the time finals  

To keep up to date with the goings-on at Bishops, follow the school on Facebook  
or visit www.bishops.org.za. All recent Principal’s Newsletters are available on the site.

The start of 2022 has been 
relatively smooth, with staff 
returning mid-January to begin  
the year with a Eucharist on all 
three campuses. Preparations for 
the return of the boys two days 
later followed, and the school year 
started with a feeling of positivity. 

Several activities took place 
during the holidays, including  
a successful rowing camp, and  
our U15A and 1st XI cricket teams 
enjoying success at the Peninsular 
Cricket Week. 

The only restrictions that are still 
of concern are those on numbers 
of people permitted at gatherings. 
While we can hold events indoors, 
a maximum of 1,000 people or 50% 
of the capacity of the venue applies 
– as a result, we hold assembly and 
chapel services for half the school 
at a time. Outdoor restrictions are 
set at 2,000 people, which is not 
currently a problem, but could be 
in the winter season. We’re hoping 
for an easing of these before they 
become a challenge to manage!

We are looking forward to  
a successful year, one where  
we can begin to reconnect as 
human beings within the Bishops 
community. We’ve had so few 
parent socials and meetings,  
and we’ve been starved of that 
connection. In 2022, let us try to 
recapture the feeling of community 
that has been a Bishops hallmark 
for so many years.

And while we focus on the 
present, we need to look forward 
too. In 2024, we will be celebrating 
our 175th birthday; planning for 
this occasion is already under way. 

I wish all ODs and their families 
well for the year ahead. May it be 
successful for you as we, hopefully, 
work our way out of the grip of the 
pandemic, and return to a life that 
connects us and gives us greater 
significance of purpose, using the 
lessons we have learnt to grow as 
individuals and as a community.

SCHOOL NEWS

Follow the leaders
The school congratulates  
the following boys,  
who’ll be leading their 
sports teams in 2022:
CRICKET 1st XI Abel 
Mokwena (captain; he  
has also been selected  
to represent Western 
Province U19A) and 
Rupert Holmes (vice-
captain). RUGBY 1st XV 
Bruce Sherwood (captain), 
Nicholas Steinhagen  
(vice-captain) and Rupert 

Holmes (vice-captain). 
WATER POLO First Team 
Nicholas Steinhagen 
(captain) and Dean 
Sneddon (vice-captain). 
TENNIS Chris Hodgson 
(captain)

Matric art exhibition
On 26 October, the Art 
department showcased 
the Bishops matric art 
exhibition of 2021. The 
event was a great success 
as both parents and 

students enjoyed an 
evening of good food  
and art. The exhibition 
represented two years of 
hard work – each student 
had to exhibit two works 
from Grade 11 and three 
produced in matric. The 
highlight of the exhibition 
was the handing out of 
the Sophie Gray ODU  
Art Prize (see p50).

School upgrades
Energy-saving initiatives 

have been amping up 
around the campus,  
with the installation  
of solar panels at the  
Pre-Prep, Prep and 
College. In addition,  
the April and June  
school holidays of 2023 
have been set aside for  
a large revamp of the 
dorms in the boarding 
houses, which will result  
in each boy having more 
space, more privacy and 
additional study facilities.

Tony Reeler and Rev Monwabisi Peter lead the 2021 matrics down the Avenue.

SCHOOL SNIPPETS

roll around, you recall the subject 
matter more easily. You shouldn’t 
leave all the preparation to the few 
weeks leading up to finals. It’s also 
important to maintain a balance by 
ensuring you spend time with friends 
and family, engage daily in sport (this 
is essential!) and, in general, continue 
with the activities you love. Balance 
helps you stay motivated, and ensures 
you don’t burn out before finals.

Who was your most influential 
teacher and why? Mr Vam. His passion 
for mathematics radiates through  
his teaching, and has inspired me to 
pursue mathematics further. His belief 
in and desire to challenge my abilities 
has helped me to “be better”, which 
is a frequently heard quote of his.

What are you doing this year?  
I’m awaiting admission responses 
from a few US universities – Princeton, 
University of Pennsylvania, Columbia, 
Yale, Cornell, Northwestern and 
Vanderbilt. I hope to study applied 
mathematics or operations research 
engineering at one of them.

What are your hopes for the future?
After studying, I’d like to work in the 
corporate or financial sector – and, 
later on, start my own business.

See our profile on Gabriel’s father, 
Brent Dyssell, on p34.Gabriel with WC Premier Alan Winde.

The top student was Gus 
Farara with an aggregate 
of 96.8%, followed by 
James Elliott with 95.4%  
and Gabriel Dyssell-
Höfinger with 95.3%

9 distinctions were 
achieved by Nicholas 
Ammann and Gabriel 
Dyssell-Höfinger  
(see Q&A opposite)

8 distinctions were 
achieved by 9 students

7 distinctions were 
achieved by 14 students

41% of the class achieved  
5 distinctions or better

THE STATS
156 boys 
wrote the NSC examinations

98.7%  of the  
students

achieved a bachelor’s pass.  
(The overall pass rate was 100%)

There were 570 subject distinctions: 
3.65 per candidate

18.1% of all subject  
results were  

above 90%, and 49.5% of all  
subject results were above 80%

change 
v 2020

The Bishops matric class of 2021 achieved exceptional results, 
outperforming all previous years. Here are some of the highlights:

The school is extremely proud of these results and congratulates every boy on his 
achievement under the extraordinary conditions of the past two years. It also thanks 
the teachers, whose guidance and motivation made a huge difference, as well as all 
parents, family members and the Bishops community for supporting our boys.

23 of the students  
with an A-aggregate 

achieved an aggregate of 90% 
and above (up from 18 in 2020)
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THE GAME-CHANGER

ODs have left their mark on the world and dented the 
universe for more than 170 years, but few can claim to 

have done so as visibly as Brent Dyssell and his company 
Independent Outdoor Media. By Brandon de Kock

WHO’S 
WRITING’S ON 

THE WALL?

The “Stronger Together” 
billboard, displayed after  
the Springboks’ Rugby  
World Cup victory in 2019.

H
ow many ODs can claim 
to have changed the 
face of a city, literally? 
For the past 20 years, 

there has been a billboard in the  
city centre of Cape Town that’s 
impossible to miss. It stands 20 
metres high by 12 metres wide  
on the face of a building at the 
very end of hip-and-happening 
Long Street, and it has become 
something of a visual icon – which 
is exactly what its owner, Brent 
Dyssell (1987K), intended it to  
be. “It’s slap-bang in the heart  
of the entertainment district and 
it’s unmissable,” he says. “I was 
hoping to create something that 
was the little Piccadilly Circus  
of Cape Town, and add a splash  
of colour to the concrete jungle.” 

After 15 years of carrying adverts 
for blue-chip companies and brands, 

in the middle of the “Jacob Zuma 
vs the people of South Africa”  
era, it famously carried a “Zuma 
Must Fall” message for a total of 27 
hours, before trespassing vigilantes 
forced entry into the building and 
ripped the artwork down. And that’s 
when the trouble started. 

Factions within the city 
administration began a legal  
battle that continues to this day, 
allowing Brent to turn the site into 
a massive public-service billboard. 
In the years following, it’s carried  
a massive South African flag; a six-
storey shout-out to the victorious 
Springboks when they won the 
World Cup and paraded past in an 
open-top bus; and, most recently, 
Covid-19 campaign messaging 
encouraging everyone to “stay 
home” and “mask up”. It’s been on 
front pages all over the world and 

even had a cameo performance in 
the recent Netflix film Death To 2021.

In early 2022, during a court case 
in which the city was demanding 
that the signs be pulled down, 
Covid messaging and all, the Cape 
High Court found that the by-laws 
that were being used to prosecute 
any outdoor billboard owners  
who used private land rather than 
city land were in fact completely 
unlawful – and had been since  
the year 2000. This was another 
victory feather in the cap of a  
man who clearly enjoys taking  
the maverick route and fighting  
for causes he believes in. 

“I’m not tilting at windmills  
here; I’m trying to protect  
people’s property rights – or,  
more specifically, additional value 
locked into property in the form  
of advertising,” Brent explains. 
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NEWS

ODs in the news
Be it for their writing, music, political prowess 
or driving social change, ODs have been 
making headlines here and abroad

DEFINING “PROLIFIC”
The indefatigable Greg Mills (1979O)  
has been busy. Head of the Brenthurst 
Foundation when he’s on the clock, he  
also enjoys piloting fast cars in his free  
time – so much so that he raced Le Mans  
in 2019. Now, as president of the Western 
Province Motor Club, he has been elected 
to the International Historical Commission 
of the FIA, a forum where concerns are 
discussed and information exchanged 
between the representatives of 244 FIA 
member clubs. The aim? To preserve  
and enjoy historic motor vehicles.

Beyond the burning rubber, Greg  
recently published two books. The Ledger, 
co-written with Dave Kilcullen, provides  
an “on the ground” account of the duo’s 
time in Afghanistan, working as advisers  
to armies, diplomats, politicians and the 
international assistance forces. They were 
there in the final moments before the 
Taliban takeover, documenting the chaos 
and panic as Western forces abruptly 
withdrew in August 2021, and they track 
the role of numerous players, including  
the US, armed forces and aid agencies, 
whose endeavours led not to diplomacy 
but to disaster. The Ledger was acclaimed 
as a “fine book” in the 4 January edition  
of The Scotsman – “a cool and forensic 
dissection of what a disaster the search  
for Al-Qaeda following the attack on their 
Afghan hosts, the Taliban, was to become.”

Turning his attention to Africa, Greg’s 
Expensive Poverty, released in October, 
examines the issue of foreign aid, and asks 
why $1.2-trillion of development investment 
in Africa since 1990 has not substantially 
improved the lives of its people. It’s been 
widely reviewed in the South African media, 
on Daily Maverick, News24 and elsewhere.

Greg Mills races a Bentley GT3 at Le Mans in 2019. 
OPPOSITE, TOP RIGHT Greg (right) with former  
F1 driver and Le Mans winner Jan Lammers.
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LIVING THE DREAM

Leaving behind a successful career in advertising, Justin Gomes 
took a path that led him away from the Cape Town CBD and 
into the Noordhoek countryside. Ian-Malcolm Rijsdijk caught 
up with him at Justin’s family farm, where he’s inspiring people 
to make meaningful connections with the world around them

I
t’s been a while since I’ve  
seen Justin Gomes (1991K).  
My abiding memory is of  
the raffish 2nd XV centre 

wearing noticeably faded blue 
shorts; his guile, nimbleness  
and confidence compensating  
for his relatively slight build in  
the face of traditionally orc-ish 
foes from the north. 

The softly spoken advertising 
guru meets me in the driveway  
of Jardim, the urban farm in 
Noordhoek – and the centre  
of his new venture in creativity, 
connection and inspiration – that 
he and his wife Angie, and their 
three children Olivia, Sam and 
Amber, call home. He is wearing  
a Star Wars cap, a reminder that 
while there might be some silver 
sprouting in his stubble, the  

co-founder of the award-winning 
advertising titan FoxP2 is also the 
man who opened the 2012 Design 
Indaba with a talk entitled, “Why 
Wookies Don’t Wear Pants”.

Our conversation leaps back  
and forth between music and  
film, our shared passions since  
we were kids, sitting in his father’s 
study on Saturday mornings,  
taping albums we had taken out 
from the Disque Record Library.  
We discuss the importance of  
1982 in the world of movies,  
why early albums by the Human 
League and Talking Heads matter, 
and the commitment to buying 
vinyl in the age of downloads.  
And how our children now engage 
with the world of music and film.

It has been a tumultuous time 
since Justin stepped away from  

BUILD IT,  
AND THEY  
WILL COME

ABOVE Jardim’s organic 
market garden, which is open 
to the public on Saturdays,  
is a calming place to connect 
with other people – and with 
nature – while you harvest 
fresh produce for the week.
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Former head boy Will Linley 
(2019K) became a bona fide social 
media music phenomenon last 
year when his song Miss Me (When 
You’re Gone) went viral, generating 
millions of streams, views and 
downloads around the world.  
We caught up with him on the  
eve of his travels overseas, where 
he’s scheduled to meet dealmakers 
in one of the toughest industries  
in the entertainment world.

What’s the story behind your hit? 
I wrote Miss Me (When You’re Gone) 
in October 2020, sitting in my room 
with a guitar loop on repeat. I came 
up with three different versions 

and sent them to producer David 
Balshaw [of Noble Music in Cape 
Town], who liked the third option, 
so we ran with that. It’s about a 
relationship in which the person  
I was with brought out the best 
part of me. She went overseas  
to study, and I miss the person  
I was when I was around her.

I’m fine with lyrics, but I struggle 
to come up with visual concepts 
for music videos. [Filmmaker] 
Abongwe Booi is a visual creative 
genius – in photography and film.  
I asked for his help, and he was so 
game and excited. He asked simple 
questions: how does the song 
make you feel? What colours do  

you imagine when you listen to it? 
That took us to a place where we 
created a video that felt true to me. 
[See screengrabs on p25.] 

Tell us about the marketing.
I’m aware that TikTok and social 
media are massive role-players in 
today’s music industry – but what’s 
incredible is that they level the 
playing field. They allow me, a guy 
from South Africa, to be heard by 
people all over the world. Five or  
six years ago, I’d first have to try  
to break into the local market,  
then hope for overseas exposure.  
It was much more difficult. 

We spent a year marketing the 
song and building hype around the 
single. The figures as of 2 February 
were four-million streams on 
Spotify and 1.4-million on iTunes.

How did you make the jump from 
viral phenomenon to performing  
in front of actual people?
My first live concert was quite 
intense. You fear how the music will 
translate into a live performance.  
I only have one song so far that’s 
known, and it’s difficult to keep  
an audience’s attention, especially 
when people only know that one 
song. But local electronic band 
GoodLuck – Juliet Harding, Ben 
Peters and Tim Welsh – helped  
me create an energetic live show.  
It’s a big challenge, though. I look 
forward to putting together a show 
that’s super-high quality. Right now, 
it works – but it needs to take 
people on an emotional journey.

What energises you most,  
writing or performing?
Performing! It’s been humbling  
to see how the song has connected 
with and impacted people in 
different ways. For me it was  
almost a matter-of-fact song,  
but the beauty of music is  
that it’s a universal language,  
it crosses borders.

THE SINGER: 
WILL LINLEY

ENTERTAINMENT 

Production company Panther Punch, 
founded by Glen Biderman-Pam 
(2007F) and Oli Booth (2007F), 
won two awards (a gold and a silver) 
at the prestigious advertising Loeries 
in October last year for “My Kreepy 
Teacher”, a PR campaign that 
parodied Craig Foster’s Oscar-
winning documentary. And the  
duo are fast becoming known for 
their genial viral spoofs, which cover 

a range of targets and subjects,  
from Gumtree to a spoof video of 
Chasing The Sun that got thousands 
of views on Instagram, and the more 
recent “exploitation” of the Tinder 
Swindler hype for Checkers Sixty60.

Asked about the value of comedy, 
Glen told Coffee Magazine in 
November, “Between the load 
shedding, the recent water crisis  
and the current pandemic, I think  

we don’t have a choice! Comedy 
brings light and joy into our lives.  
It allows us to step out of our heads 
for a moment, and realise that maybe 
life isn’t so bad after all.”

Glen and Oli plan to continue  
to make sketches, digital content  
and TVCs. Their aim? To keep 
developing new skills. Our wish?  
To be entertained in the process!  

 pantherpunchtv

Oli Booth  
in “Chasing  
The Bun”,  
a spoof of  
the Springbok 
documentary 
Chasing The Sun.

Our very own 
Tinder Swindler: 
Glen Biderman-
Pam

THE BEST MEDICINE

How did your interest in music  
at school grow into what’s turning 
out to be a full-blown career?  
Or do you perhaps have plans  
to become an accountant or  
a paediatrician…?
I studied music at Bishops, but it 
was very much classical- and jazz-
based. I loved learning Beethoven 
and Bach, Louis Armstrong… It 
gave me an incredible platform.  
I loved all my music teachers too  
– they were all fun to be around. 
Many boys in my class inspired  
me, because their level of talent 
was incredible. I was never in a 
band, but I did sing in the choir. 
Back then, I could never have  
foreseen how it might develop.  
I have no intention of becoming  
an accountant! Maybe I’m 
delusional, but I’m willing  
to see what happens.

Who are your musical influences 
right now? 
Ed Sheeran. I also love Quinn XCII, 
Chelsea Cutler and Clinton Kane.

You’re heading overseas. Where  
to from here for your career?
I’m working on new music and 
almost ready to release the next 
single for streaming – I have five  
or six waiting. Many people think 
that once you’ve signed a contract, 
you’ve made it. This is not true. A 
contract gives you an opportunity  
and it can open doors for you, but  
it certainly doesn’t mean you’re 
sorted. You still need to create 
music that people enjoy, projects 
that people can connect with.  
I took a gap year this year to focus 
on my music; it’s all-consuming. 
I’m going with the flow!

 willlinleyy

ART
In our art special, Peter Hyslop reviews the Bishops 
Community Week Art Exhibition held in October 
last year. Then, his son Simon celebrates Peter 
himself, Bishops Master of Art for 36 years. We  
also list the Sophie Gray ODU Art Prize winners

ABOVE Cederberg Landscape by Peter Hyslop. OPPOSITE Absorb by Michael Beckurts.

 ODs IN  

219

THE OD UNION
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Who’s who 
in the ODU
The Union aims to connect 
ODs with one another and 
the school, through events, 
mentoring, scholarships  
and other initiatives

PATRON
Founder of Pick n Pay Raymond 
Ackerman (1948S) has supported 
the ODU – and Bishops – in numerous 
ways over many years. His sons and 
grandsons are ODs.

PRESIDENT
Retired from the Nedbank Group, 
David Carter (1958G) is also past 
president of Round Table SA.  
His son is an OD.

VICE-PRESIDENTS
Mike Bosman, Brian de Kock, John 
Gardener, Craig Howie, John Hueton, 
John Langford, Les Masterson,  
Tim Noakes, Alan Ramsay, Brian 
Robertson and Peter Sauerman are 
all vice-presidents of the OD Union.

ODU COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
Wilbur van Niekerk (1985K)  
serves on the Bishops Trust and is  
an observer to the College Council. 
He is a CCMA commissioner.

ODU COMMITTEE VICE-CHAIRMAN
David MacGregor (1979O), director 
at MSK Attorneys, also convenes  
the governance sub-committee.

ODU COMMITTEE TREASURER
Graham Meyer (1983K), a financial 
director by trade, is a member of  
the finance sub-committee.

ODU COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Gus Allen (1982F) convenes the 
events committee, and is a member 
of the finance sub-committee and 
the development/mentorship  

ODU contact details: 
  +27 (0)21 685 1829

     ODU@bishops.org.za
  www.odunion.com

The Bishops 
archive and 

museum.

P
H

O
TO

G
R

A
P

H
 F

R
E

D
D

IE
 C

H
IL

D
-V

IL
LI

E
R

S

sub-committee responsible  
for OD bursaries.

Nicky Bicket (1973F), a strategy and 
management consultant, is the ODU’s 
UK branch secretary, and convenes 
the branches sub-committee.

Simon Burrow (1968F) lives in 
Ménerbes, France. He is the European 
branch secretary, serves on the 
communications sub-committee and 
is a driving force behind the IIOFF. 

Niall Carroll (1982O), an investment 
adviser and corporate chair in the UK, 
convenes the finance sub-committee.

Duncan Cruickshank (1985G), a PR 
and media consultant, convenes the 
communications sub-committee.

Sanjay Daya (1994G), co-founder  
of Locstat systems, convenes  
the development/mentoring  
sub-committee.

Lukhanyo Neer (2008B), an 
entrepreneur in the African business 

landscape, is a member of the 
governance sub-committee.

Caelim Parkes (1990O), an 
investment manager in London,  
is on the governance, mentoring  
and branches sub-committees.

James Sedgwick (1976F), a former 
articled clerk and banker, is convener 
of the IIOFF sub-committee.

Graham Thomas (1984K), CEO of 
private-equity firm Stage Capital in 
London, is a member of the finance 
sub-committee.

ODU ADMINISTRATORS
Dedry Weich, mother of two future 
ODs, is the office Administrator and 
Events Coordinator. She is also 
involved in the IIOFF sub-committee.

Lynn Swanevelder, a specialist  
in IT integration in education and 
social media, joined the ODU this 
year as the Communications 
Manager. She has taken over  
from Nicole Little (née Du Rand).
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ARCHBISHOP EMERITUS 
DESMOND MPILO TUTU
(1931-2021)

Desmond Mpilo Tutu was born  
on 7 October 1931 in Klerksdorp, 
and died on 26 December 2021  
in Cape Town. Obituaries for him 
appeared in the great newspapers 
of the world, and so we need only 
touch here on the highlights of  
his monumental life.

Most famously, Tutu won the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1984 “for his 
role as a unifying leader figure in 

the non-violent campaign to 
resolve the problem of apartheid  
in South Africa”. At the time  
of the award, he was Bishop of 
Johannesburg and former general 
secretary of the South African 
Council of Churches. Two years 
later, Bishop Tutu of Johannesburg 
became Archbishop Tutu of Cape 
Town, a position he held until 1996.

The fact that he was Archbishop 
and Metropolitan of the Anglican 
Church of Southern Africa meant 
that he was also the Visitor  
of Bishops, a title attributed  

Farewell to our visitor
A tribute to His Grace, for his contribution to Bishops. By Paul Murray

to all the archbishops of Cape 
Town from the time of Bishop  
Gray in 1849. In the year of his 
election as the Archbishop – 1986  
– he first officiated at the school’s 
confirmation service. After that,  
he regularly visited Bishops over 
the years, specifically to conduct 
the services of confirmation, and 
he was remembered and loved  
by the boys for his entertaining  
and engaging sermons.

Requiescat in pace,  
Mpilo Desmond Tutu.

Today, Bishops 
remembers 

Archbishop Tutu with 
a triptych in the foyer 
of the Administrative 
Office, which includes 

these three images, 
and on a plaque in 

the memorial Chapel.

There were further 
occasions when Archbishop 

Tutu visited Bishops. Here 
His Grace is in conversation 

with staff in the Upper 
Common Room at Bishops, 

in 1994, specifically with 
Neil Berens, the Head  

of Science, with Glynn 
Hewson and Duncan  

Todd also participating.

On 21 October 1988, 
Archbishop Tutu 
officiated at the service 
of the institution of John 
Gardener as Bishops’  
11th Principal. His Grace 
delivered the sermon, 
which was based on  
1 Kings Chapter 3  
verse 5; 6a and 9-10.

Pictured below, His Grace is 
accompanied by Principal Guy 
Pearson on his final visit to Bishops, 
in 2015, when he delivered the 
opening address at an international 
conference. Approximately 800 
delegates from all over the world 
attended. Not only was the applause 
after the address a standing ovation, 
it continued for several minutes.  
One of those in attendance was 
heard saying, in an American accent, 
as he left the chapel, “Well, after  
that, I might as well go home!”

“Tutu was a spellbinding 
preacher… Occasionally, 
he would break into a 
pixie-like dance in the 
aisles, punctuating his 
message with the wit  
and the chuckling that 
became his hallmark.”  
– New York Times obituary

This 1986 photograph, by John 
Rubythorn, shows the Archbishop 
Elect greeting Principal John Peake 
and his wife Sue at the entrance  
to the Chapel.
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HISTORY

BATTLE TO 
MALTA!

World War II was  
a concatenation of  
such unprecedented 

war-making that some truly 
extraordinary events have been 
marginalised in the annals of 
history. Just two months after  
the Battle of Midway, and in  
the same month that the Siege  
of Stalingrad commenced, one  
of the most remarkable naval 
expeditions on record played  
out in the Mediterranean Sea  
over the course of a week. This  
was Operation Pedestal, the  
Royal Navy’s desperate attempt  
to resupply the island of Malta.

As strategically decisive as  
the North Atlantic and Arctic 
convoys were throughout the  
war, their success or failure never 
came down to the fate of a single 
convoy; in the case of Operation 
Pedestal, however, the stakes  
were effectively zero-sum. If the 
convoy got through, Malta was 
saved; if it failed, the vital Allied 
staging post would be forced into 
surrender. It was an expedition 
that was do-or-die in the realest 
terms, and it was commanded by  
a Bishops man, no less: Admiral  
Sir Edward Neville Syfret. 

Eight decades later, it has 
become the subject of a book, 
Operation Pedestal: The fleet that 
battled to Malta 1942, by famed 
historian Max Hastings.

*  *  *

Bishops’ finest naval officer, Admiral Neville 
Syfret, is the protagonist in an acclaimed new 
history of one of the great odysseys of war, 

the battle to Malta in August 1942

Near-miss in the Mediterranean, 
behind the cruiser Kenya, which 
“shows the sort of scene that 
every ship faced almost hourly” 
during Pedestal.

BOOKS

THE GREATEST ERA
The past few years have seen a resurgence in Bishops rugby, with the 1st XV 
playing scintillating and often dominant rugby. While the pandemic sadly 
curtailed the number of fixtures, the Blues ended last year as the fourth-ranked 
school team in the country, racking up a 50-10 demolition of Rondebosch in  
the process. So it is perhaps appropriate that 2021 also saw the publication of  
25 Great South African Rugby Schools, by OD publishing stalwart Don Nelson 
(1957G). Here we feature an edited extract from perhaps our greatest era, that 
golden time from the Ehrentraut Eighties into the Gibbs-inspired early Nineties.

Bishops rugby was at its best in the 
Eighties. That was the best decade 
of all, no matter what nostalgia 
and a selective memory may wish 
were the truth. And the Eighties 
themselves got better as they 
slipped away into the Nineties.

The results are there to prove it, 
but it was not just the results – it 
was the way they were achieved 
that made the decade all the more 
impressive, and the high regard  
in which Bishops rugby was held 
at this time. This regard went far 
wider than the Bishops family.  

In fact, Bishops’ reputation  
spread right through the country, 
the team was in demand in many 
places, and Basil Bey came to be 
regarded as the oracle of schoolboy 
rugby in South Africa. The climax 
to it all came in 1989, the year in 
which Bishops turned 140. That 
was part of the story. It does not 
take into account the leadership  
of Basil Bey and his special ability 
to get a team to fulfil the best 
ideals of rugby football. The way 
the 1st XV played became the 
biggest attraction in the school  

Five players went to the wet 
Craven Week in Port Elizabeth in 
1988 where the Eastern Province 
RFU was celebrating its centenary 
– Michael Ehrentraut, whom 
Western Province kept on the  
wing despite Bishops believing  
that fullback was his best position, 
Haldane Murray, Lee Feurer,  
James Swift and Pieter Loubser,  
a powerful wing who had come  
to Bishops from Paarl Boys’ High 
and played for SA Schools in 1987. 
Feurer had a magic tournament 
and caught the eye for his ability 

to take the outside gap. He and 
Loubser were chosen for South 
African Schools, and James Swift 
was unlucky not to have made it.

In 1989, Wynberg decided that 
they preferred playing Bishops 
once a year only instead of twice, 
as had become the custom during 
Doug Thomson’s time as master  
in charge of Bishops rugby. On  
the other hand, there were new 
opponents in Swartland from 
Malmesbury, a good side that  
was unbeaten in the Boland, but 
which was stunned when they met 
Bishops’ unusual brand of rugby. 
In fact, much of Bishops’ success 
against foreign teams is its sheer 
novelty. Local teams learn to adapt, 
contain and occasionally destroy. 
Swartland were called Malmesbury 
HS when Bishops played them 
twice in 1911 when they were  
still part of the Western Province, 
hiving off when the Boland Rugby 
Union was formed in 1939. In 1989, 
Bishops scored seven tries, four of 
them by Quentin de Bruyn. There 
were 15 Craven Week players on 
view that day.

Michael Ehrentraut was one of 
three Bishops captains of an SA 

Schools team. (The other two  
were Ian Solomon for cricket and 
Colin Davidson for basketball.)  
He was one of the most talked-
about schoolboy players of all  
time in the Western Province,  
even appearing in cartoon as  
one of Rapport’s players of the 
week. In his three seasons in  
the 1st XV he scored 424 points, 
which is all the more remarkable 
as he became the team’s kicker 
only halfway through 1987. All  
in all, he played 62 matches  
for Bishops and scored 48 tries.

One of the ironies of the 1989 
season was that all four of the 
Bishops SA Schools players – 
Ehrentraut, Tank Lanning, Paul 
Searson and AB North – and Rowan 
Belchers were in School House, yet 
White House won house matches, 
as School were deprived, through 
injury or disease, of all but one  
of these top players.

It was always going to be difficult 
for the class of 1990 to emulate 
their illustrious predecessors  
of the previous four years, who  
had lost only one match and  
none in the ultra-competitive 
Western Province Premier League. 

The “oracle of schoolboy rugby”:  
the late, great Basil Bey.

Michael Ehrentraut on the 
run against SACS, 1989.

to play rugby. There had never 
been compulsion to watch rugby 
at Bishops, but the crowds would 
flock to the 1st XV Field and even 
on those miserable nights at 
Villagers there would be crowds of 
Bishops boys to watch the Sevens  
– so much so that snide remarks 
were made about the compulsion 
to attend. In fact the opposite  
was true, for, as the event gained 
popularity, that Friday became part 
of a long weekend for boarders.

*

Herschelle Gibbs stepping, with 
Mark van Buuren in support, 1992.
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